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TEXT:  2 Corinthians 9:15, 2 Corinthians 8:9, and Luke 2:20
THEME:  GOD’S CHRISTMAS GIFT

1. Our Christmas Gift Never Stops Giving
2. Unwrapping Our Christmas Gift
3. Giving Thanks for Our Christmas Gift

Dear Fellow Recipients of GOD’S CHRISTMAS GIFT:

Gift certificates and gift cards seem like perfect gifts.  They require little thought about size 
or color on the part of the giver and are fun to receive.  Last Christmas, people spent more 
than $20 billion on these easy-to-buy presents.  Gift cards may also pose problems that 
can make one feel more gypped than jolly.  Some expire after 12 months.  Others may 
charge a monthly inactivity fee that subtracts from the card’s value.  And what if you should 
lose the card?

Today God has given us a gift and with St. Paul, we say, “Thanks be to God for his 
indescribable gift!” (2 Corinthians 9:15) NIV.  Paul calls God’s Christmas present 
“indescribable.”  It, indeed, is just that.  When we see in that baby asleep on the hay the 
eternal God come into our world, we have to shake our heads in awe.  When we realize 
why he came, our wonder increases still more.  The Creator came to do what the creatures 
couldn’t.  He surrounded himself with our skin to rescue us from our sins.  When we learn 
there is no time limit for this Christmas gift, praise and adoration are our response.  He 
came into that manger over 2000 years ago, not just for the people of his time but also for 
us and for our children and our grandchildren and their children.  God’s Christmas Gift is 
current today and will still be so tomorrow and for all the tomorrows yet to come.

Best of all, there is no price tag on God’s gift of the Savior—no price tag for us, that is.  The 
cost was borne by our loving God.  It cost him to send his Son.  It cost his Son to go from 
the Bethlehem crib to the Calvary cross.  Because God paid the price, we hold in our hearts 
this Christmas Day a wonderful gift card.  Every day we can present it at heaven’s window 
and receive forgiveness.  On our final day, we can turn it in to our loving heavenly Father in 
person, whose gift to us it was.  God’s Christmas Gift takes us to eternity in heaven, so it 
truly is the GIFT THAT NEVER STOPS GIVING.

Now let’s UNWRAP OUR CHRISTMAS GIFT.  I know a lot of people don’t like wrapping 
Christmas gifts but I do.  My mom taught me how to do it and I think fondly of her each time 
I wrap a gift.  She taught me to spend some time wrapping Christmas gifts, to cut the paper 
to the right size, to fold over the edges and corners, and to arrange the colorful bows.  I 
don’t like to put a present under the tree or into someone’s hands without first wrapping it 
carefully.

God wrapped his Christmas gift to us very carefully too.  Every Christmas we recall how a 
poor carpenter from Nazareth took his pregnant wife to the town of their ancestry.  How, in 
that crowded town, no shelter could be found except in some kind of stable.  How, in such a 
lowly setting, surrounded by the smell of animals, her child was born.  How she carefully 
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wrapped her newly born Son in the strips of cloth used by poor people for their babies, and 
gently laid him in a manger as a makeshift crib.

I am reminded of St. Paul’s words to the Corinthians:  “For you know the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so 
that you through his poverty might become rich” (2 Corinthians 8:9) NIV.  Bargain 
baby clothes, a manger crib, a lowly stable, a poor couple from Nazareth were the gift 
wrappings God used.  And we remember them.  Every Christmas, we look at them.  But 
that’s not just what God wants, no more than my family or friends do when they present me 
with their gifts.  “Unwrap it!” they urge me.  So does my gracious God.  He wants us to look 
at the gift itself, not just the wrapping.  He wants us to see in the manger, his own Son, the 
Christ Child, our Savior and King.  He wants us to know how rich we are because his Son 
left his heavenly riches for that lowly Bethlehem manger.  We are so rich that we owe no 
more debt of sin.  We are so rich that we are heirs of eternal life in heaven.  We are so rich 
that we are children of God, right here and now.  And all because Jesus, true God, became 
true man, to live for us, die for us, and rise for us.  That’s a Christmas Gift we really want to 
give thanks for!

What do you do with a Christmas gift you really appreciate?  Do you store it on some closet 
shelf out of sight?  Do you hide it in some dresser drawer along with other odds and ends?  
Or do you use it?  And when you use it, do you think of the thoughtful giver?  Do you 
perhaps even tell others about it?

Several days after Christmas, a mother and her little girl, shopping for bargains, stood 
outside the window of a large department store.  As they watched, workers inside were 
dismantling the Christmas display.  “Mother,” the little girl asked, “what are they doing with 
the baby Jesus?”  “Oh,” replied the mother, “they’re putting him away to keep him safe for 
next Christmas.”  That’s what many in our world do with Jesus once Christmas is past.  
Perhaps even some members of our own congregation do the same thing.  They take their 
annual look at the Savior and then store him away someplace as they go back to the 
business of living without the “bother” of Christ and church in their lives.

That’s not what the shepherds did as they left the Savior’s manger bed. We read in Luke 2, 
“The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had 
heard and seen, which were just as they had been told” (Luke 2:20).  I don’t know how 
long the shepherd celebrated Christmas.  I would guess their joyous response was 
ongoing.  For us, too!  What better way to say thanks to God for his Christmas Gift than by 
teaching our families to lay their sins on Jesus, the spotless Lamb of God.  Or to tell my 
neighbors about the friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear.  Or to help 
reach the heathen with Christ, the true and only Light.  God’s precious Christmas gift of the 
Savior is something we need every day.  So do all others in our world.  Thank God for your 
Christmas Gift by living a life of obedience and by telling someone else about Jesus their 
Savior.  Merry Christmas!  Amen.


